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Spring 2021 Interactive Case Competition:  

Closing the Digital Divide 
April 29, 2021 

Agenda 
All times ET  

 
7:00-7:15     Welcome: Craig Leddy, Host 

  Introduction of Judges Panel 

  Case Study Introduction 

7:15-8:00 Student Team Presentations 

8:00-8:15 Networking Meet & Greet 

8:15-8:30 Audience Choice Award Vote 

  Awards Announcement & Conclusion 

Donate prize money to the student teams:  

 www.interactivecasecompetition.com, see Donate Here 

 

Student Teams 
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Sponsors & Supporters 

 

 

 

 

Speaker Biographies 
 
Craig Leddy  
 
Craig Leddy, president & senior market analyst, Interactive TV Works, Inc., is a 
leading authority, writer, lecturer and consultant on television, cable, broadband, 
wireless and streaming, specializing in business and technology education.  
 
Following a longtime career as a business journalist covering media and technology, 
Leddy founded Interactive TV Works, a New York-based consultancy promoting 
understanding of digital media opportunities.  
 
He founded and hosts the Interactive Case Competition, media and technology’s 
leading student case study contest and recruitment initiative, which has provided 
career opportunities for more than 350 graduate students.  
 
As senior education advisor for CTAM (Cable & Telecommunications Association for 
Marketing), he teaches popular CTAM Advance Executive Education courses to 
industry professionals, providing expert education for more than 6,000 managers 
and employees.  
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Nomi Bergman 
 
Nomi is President of Advance/Newhouse Investment Partnership. Previously, Nomi 
served as president of Bright House Networks, which employed over 8,500 people 
and grew to become the sixth-largest U.S. cable owner and operator, until its 2016 
merger with Charter and Time Warner Cable. 
 
While at Bright House, Nomi was widely known as a collaborative leader who was 
committed to building a business grounded in customer service, employee 
satisfaction, continuous learning and results. In recognition of its rich culture, the 
company was awarded 12 J.D. Power & Associates awards. Nomi’s contributions 
were recognized when she was granted the SCTE & WICT Women in Technology 
Award in 2004 and NCTA’s Distinguished Vanguard Award for Leadership in 2009; 
and named CED’s Person of the Year in 2005 and WICT’s Woman of the Year in 
2011. In 2016, Nomi was granted the CableFAX Lifetime Achievement Award; she 
was inducted into The Cable Center’s Hall of Fame in 2018.  
 
Nomi has over 25 years of experience as an operator, technologist, investor and 
advisor focused on building strategies for efficient product delivery and developing 
emerging technologies centered on improving the customer experience. Nomi began 
her career in Management Information Consulting at Arthur Andersen. 
 
Nomi is a member of the Board of Directors of publicly held Visteon Corporation as 
well as 1010data, Black & Veatch, Astra and Hawkeye360. Nomi also serves as a 
Trustee for her alma mater, University of Rochester, The Cable Center, Adaptive 
Spirit and One Revolution. Nomi is a member of the U.S. Olympic & Paralympic 
Committee’s Paralympic Working Group and the Federal Communications 
Commission’s Technological Advisory Council. 
 
Nomi’s dedication to community is demonstrated by her long-time involvement with 
organizations working to address the opportunities and challenges facing the 
industry, her participation in Leadership Charlotte during the decade she lived in 
North Carolina, and her support of educational and cultural organizations since 
returning home to Central New York. Nomi is a proud wife and mother to three 
wonderful daughters. 
 
Stephanie Mitchko-Beale 
Stephanie Mitchko-Beale joined Charter Communications in 2019 as Executive Vice 
President & Chief Technology Officer. Based in Stamford, Ms. Mitchko-Beale oversees 
Charter’s Network, Mobile, Video and Software Engineering teams, as well as 
Network Architecture, Technology Policy, and Emerging Technology organizations. 

Ms. Mitchko-Beale joined Charter from Cadent, a provider of data-driven solutions for 
buying and selling TV advertising. She served as joint Chief Technology Officer and 
Chief Operating Officer and oversaw all technical aspects of the company’s strategy, 
operations and development.   

Earlier in her career, Ms Mitchko-Beale was Senior Vice President of Video 
Infrastructure Software at Cablevision Systems Corporation (currently part of Altice 
USA) where she was responsible for the software development of new consumer-
facing technologies. As a key member of Cablevision’s technology senior leadership 
team, she broke new ground in bringing interactive and web technologies to 
traditional media models.  
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With more than 20 years of experience, Ms. Mitchko-Beale is a technology, television 
and advanced advertising veteran with a strong record of first-to-market products. 
She earned an Emmy award from the American Academy of Arts and Sciences for 
Best Interactive Television Platform for Cablevision’s iO Interactive Television and 
two Technical Emmys for Outstanding Achievement in Advanced Media Technology 
for the Creation of Non-Traditional Programs or Platforms for Cablevision’s iO 
Interactive Optimum Digital Cable and the second for Pioneering Work in 
Implementation and Deployment of Network DVR. 

Ms. Mitchko-Beale received a B.S. in electrical engineering from Polytechnic 
University in New York. She guest lectures on “Advanced Technologies for Business 
Applications” and “Technology Innovation in Business” at NYU Stern School of 
Business and is a member of the NYU Poly Enterprise Learning Board. Additionally, 
she serves as a mentor for WICT to help young women see the benefit of pursuing 
careers in cable and technology.   

 

Ken Klaer  
 
Ken Klaer is President of Comcast Technology Solutions and Executive Vice President 
of Comcast Cable. 

Ken leads the Comcast Technology Solutions organization, which is focused on four 
lines of business, including wholesale, syndication, video platform and ad delivery. In 
addition, he heads the Strategic Infrastructure team, which is responsible for video 
and infrastructure, including the transition to all IP video distribution, as well as the 
Comcast India Engineering Center (CIEC), Comcast’s first facility in India, located in 
Chennai. 

Ken joined Comcast in 2014 as Senior Vice President, Premises Technology, leading 
the team that developed innovative devices to deliver Comcast’s video, voice, data 
and cross-platform applications to customers’ homes. He went on to lead the 
Technology Strategy & Operations team and played a pivotal role in opening the 
CIEC. 

Previously, Ken spent eight years with Cisco Systems, first as Senior Director and 
General Manager of the International Cable TV Set-top, and later as Senior Director, 
Business Development Connected Devices. He helped lead the service provider video 
technology group, overseeing the development and execution of product strategies 
and global go-to-market models for consumer premises equipment. He also held 
leadership roles in general management, business development, product service 
management and production control at Scientific Atlanta, which Cisco acquired in 
2005. 

Ken has served on the boards of RDK (Reference Design Kit) Management LLC and 
the CCAD (Combined Conditional Access Development) organization. He was a 
member of the Board of the YMCA in Peachtree Corners, Ga., from 2007 to 2013, 
and he was named Volunteer of the Year in 2011. In 2015, Ken was inducted into 
the Cable TV Pioneers, which recognizes those who have played a key role in building 
the systems and MSOs within the cable broadband industry. 

Ken earned his bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering from the Georgia Institute 
of Technology, and he is a designated APICS Certified Production & Inventory Control 
Manager (CPIM). 

 

Italia Commisso Weinand  
Italia Commisso Weinand has 44 years of experience in the cable industry and has 
served as our Executive Vice President, Programming and Human Resources since 
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May 2012. Prior to that time, she was our Senior Vice President, Programming and 
Human Resources since February 1998 and our Vice President, Operations since April 
1996.  

Before joining MCC, Ms. Weinand served as Regional Manager for Comcast 
Corporation from July 1985. Prior to that time, Ms. Weinand held various 
management positions with Time Warner, Inc., Times Mirror Cable and Tele-
Communications, Inc earning her entry as a “Cable TV Pioneer”.  

For the past eleven consecutive years she has been named among the “Most 
Powerful Women in Cable” by CableFax Magazine and presently serves on the Board 
of The Cable Center, the Emma Bowen Foundation and CTAM Educational Foundation 
Board. Ms. Weinand was honored by Multichannel News in 2004 as a “Wonder 
Women”and in 2014 she was inducted into the “Broadcasting & Cable Hall of Fame”.  

In 2018, Ms. Weinand was honored with the “WICT Woman of the Year – Operator” 
award. Ms. Weinand is the sister of Mr. Commisso. Ms. Weinand has been a director 
of MCC since May 2011. 

 

Michelle Ray 
Michelle Ray is the Executive Director and CEO of the Walter Kaitz Foundation, a 
non-profit organization devoted to providing opportunities for people of color, women 
and the LGBT+ community in the cable, media and entertainment industries. 
Michelle’s responsibilities include developing and implementing the Foundation’s 
strategic direction, initiatives and programmatic activities. 

Michelle provides oversight and management of the Foundation’s distribution of 
targeted grants to the industry’s key diversity organizations and collaborates with 
these organizations to refine and advance inclusion programs and initiatives that 
impacts the media and telecommunications industry. She also works collaboratively 
with national organizations that advocate for the social and economic interests of 
diverse communities and connects them with the industry’s member companies to 
further inclusion and equity goals. 

Michelle developed the Foundation’s decade-old Hollywood Creative Forum, the first 
program of its kind uniting the efforts of the television industry, the Writers Guild of 
America, the Directors Guild of America, the Producers Guild of America and the 
Television Academy of Arts and Sciences designed to match credentialed content 
creators of color with networks, studios and production companies serving the 
industry. 

Michelle is a graduate of McGill University in Montreal, Canada with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Economics and Political Science. She is also a 2020 graduate of 
WICT’s Senior Executive Seminar at Stanford University; a 2015 graduate of the 
prestigious Betsy Magness Leadership Institute – Class of 31; a 2010 graduate of 
NAMIC’s highly respected Executive Leadership Development Program at UCLA’s 
Anderson Graduate School of Management and a 2002 graduate of CTAM’s Executive 
Management Program at Harvard University School of Business. 

Want to recruit the students for internships or jobs? Contact competition@interactivetvworks.com  

Thank you for participating. Join us for the Fall 2021 Interactive Case Competition! 

Producer & Host: Craig Leddy | Marketing Manager & Event Planner: Ale Hedlund 

Event Director: Wanita Niehaus | Director, Sales & Partnerships: Larry Oliver 

The Interactive Case Competition is an exclusive production of Interactive TV Works, Inc. 
www.interactivetvworks.com  


